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Purpose 

In connection with the patient association’s meeting with the Statens Serum Institute (SSI) on 25 September 

2025, we asked vaccine-injured individuals about their participation in SSI’s AFTER-COVID study. 

Nineteen patients who participated in SSI’s AFTER-COVID study completed our questionnaire survey between 

22 August and 22 September 2025 (see Figures 1–6). 

 

The AFTER-COVID study was an online questionnaire with multiple-choice questions, distributed to selected 

citizens via e-Boks, including individuals without a positive COVID-19 test. The survey focused exclusively on 

symptoms associated with COVID-19 infection. Symptoms corresponding to the known side effects listed in the 

vaccine product information or reported to the Danish Medicines Agency were not included. Consequently, 

some patients reported their side effects in the free-text fields, as the survey did not comprehensively cover the 

symptoms relevant to their health situation. The study invitation stated the following:  

Quote from SSI: "Together with over 1 million others, you are invited to help map the health of the population 

during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. The study focuses on long-term effects of COVID-19, but your 

responses are equally important, whether or not you have had COVID-19." 

The AFTER-COVID study is now being used by Statens Serum Institute (SSI), the Danish Medicines Agency, and 

the Danish Health Authority as evidence that there are no long-term, treatment-requiring side effects following 

COVID-19 vaccination in Denmark. As a result, patients are unable to access proper evaluation or treatment. The 

health authorities do not recognize the patients side effects. The patient association has filed a complaint and 

requested that SSI withdraw the study, citing its methodological flaws.  

 

The patient association has received the following response from SSI 

Quote from SSI, letter to the association dated 11 August 2025: "Free-text field and outcome measures in the 

AFTER-COVID study: The study has thus investigated how many individuals experience long-term side effects of 

the vaccine within the framework of a specific study design. Conclusions are drawn only on the investigated (and 

therefore pre-defined) long-term symptoms, as this is how this register-based study is designed, and what there 

is scientifically justified to conclude on. Findings are reported for what has been defined in advance as the focus 

of investigation, allowing the investigated outcomes to be either confirmed or refuted. In this study, it would 

therefore not later be possible to include any individual cases of other symptoms described in free-text fields, as 

these are precisely not addressed in the total study population. Furthermore, no conclusions can be drawn 

about whether a described symptom is related to vaccination based on individual cases reported in free-text 

fields in a questionnaire study with over 36,000 participants. SSI has also not had the possibility to contact 

individual respondents, due to the way the study is designed." 
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In the AFTER-COVID study, most symptoms were reported among vaccinated individuals. SSI concludes, 

without positive COVID tests, that this is due to COVID infection and not COVID vaccination. 

Quote from SSI, annex sent to the association on 29 May 2024: "None of these associations were present when 

SSI looked only at responses from before the Omicron variant became dominant. SSI explains that this was a 

period when the likelihood of unregistered infections was higher, particularly among previously vaccinated 

individuals with no or mild symptoms, which, according to SSI, may explain the increased risks of various symp-

toms more than 26 weeks after vaccination – meaning that these were symptoms of an infection not confirmed 

by testing. Overall, SSI assesses that they do not find evidence of associations between COVID-19 vaccination 

and long-term symptoms to the extent that SSI specifically inquired about them in the questionnaire study." 
 

Side effects  

 

 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 



 

   
bivc19vac.dk 

CVR 44094258 – Mail: kontakt@bivc19vac.dk 

________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

International Coalition, React19.org  
 

5 

 

Reporting of side effects  

  
 

 
 

 

We often hear from patients that it can be difficult to have their general practitioner or specialists record in 

their medical records that they are experiencing side effects following COVID-19 vaccination. This applies 

even in cases where the physician, during the consultation, determines that the newly developed condition 

is caused by the COVID-19 vaccine. In this online survey, eight patients reported having documentation of 

their side effects in their medical records. All of these patients completed the AFTER-COVID study. 
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